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Shortly after North Dakota achieved statehood,
it became apparent that there was a need to more
systematically manage and develop the state’s
valuable water resources. In response, the North
Dakota Legislature created the Office of the
State Engineer in 1905 with the passage of the
State Irrigation Code. Initially, the role of the
State Engineer was to regulate the allocation of
water, manage drainage, and promote the devel-
opment of irrigation.

Years later, following the 1930s drought, the
North Dakota Legislature recognized the need
for a state agency with broader powers and
responsibility in water project development. As
such, the North Dakota State Water Consetrva-
tion Commission (which later became the Water
Commission) was established in 1937. This
new agency was given the authority to investi-
gate, plan, construct and develop much-needed
water projects, and it provided a clearly defined
mechanism to financially support those efforts
throughout North Dakota.

Today, all of the original mandates of the State
Engineer and Water Commission remain, but
several others have been added to address the
contemporary water management needs of the
state. The purpose of this brochure is to pro-
vide an overview of those responsibilities, and
to demonstrate the partnership that has been
forged between the Office of the State Engineer
and Water Commission in protecting the public’s
interest in water, while enhancing opportunities
for social and economic growth.
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The State Water
Commission consists
of the Governor,
who serves as chair-
man, the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture
as an ex-officio mem-
ber, and seven mem-
bers appointed by the
Governor to provide
regional represen-
tation. The seven
appointed members
serve six-year, over-
lapping terms.

The Commission
appoints the State
Engineer who serves
as their Secretary

and Chief Engineer.
That individual then
employs a staff to ac-
complish the mission
of the Water Com-
mission— “to improve
the quality of life

and strengthen the
economy of North
Dakota by managing
the water resources
of the state for the
benefit of its people.”






